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MEAT 


HI  (SLIGHTS 
Where  We  Stand 

0I7ILIAN  CX3NSUMPTI0N  per  person  has  "been  atoove  pre-war  levels 

throughout  the  war,  "bfut  this  year  may  average  "below  pre-\yar, 

MILITAHy  RBQiUIRHMENTS  have  risen  through  the  war  and  this  year 
will  take  atout  a  fourth  of  the  total  suqpply. 

LEND-LffiASE  SIIPMENTS  have  "been  declining  for  two  years,  azid  this 
year  only  ahout  half  as  much  meat  is  allocated  as  was  sent 
in  19^3. 

MEAT  PEDUaCTION  rose  52  percent  above  pre-war  to  an  all-time 

peak  in  19^,  and  this  year  it  will  "be  about  9  percent  "below 
Ifiist  year's  record  and  39  percent  a"bove  pre-war. 


Why  Meat  is  Short 

The  main  reasons  yiby  many  people  can't  get  meat  now  are: 

1.  Highest  military  requirements  of  the  war,  more  than  offsetting 
lower  lend-lease  shipments. 

2.  Continuation  of  record  wartime  incomes  which  "boost  demand 
about  Ho  percent  above  the  civilian  meat  eap'ply, 

3.  Distortions  in  distribution,  hitting  hardest  those  sxipplied 
from  federal  1  y  inspected  plants,  which  must  set  aside  about 
half  of  their  meat  for  government  procurement, 

k.     Black  markets,  which  deprive  some  people  of  their  fair  share 
of  meat  "because  others  get  more  "by  paying  a"bove  ceiling 
prices  or  without  red  points. 

5.  The  usual  seasonal  low  in  meat  production  during  the  second 
and  third  CLuarters  of  the  year. 
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Mer;.t  prcductiGii  tlii^  y»3ar  off  3  percent  frc-  the  194U  record 

Decsiise  of  -3.,  dsciins  cf  abcut  20  percent  in  pork,  arising 

from  the  low  feed  su5)plies  of  the  19^3-^  crop  year.  ^* 


What  the  Goyeinmaiit  is  Doing 

Farmers  are  "being  asked  to  produce  all  the  meat  they  can. 

Die  govemnent  is  dividing  153  the  meat  as  fairly  as  possible, 
"but  every  claimant  had  to  he  cut  "below  the  amounts  requested — 
civiliaas,  lend-lease  and  military. 

Steps  are  "being  taken  to  get  more  meat  into  fedeiBlly  inspected 
plants,  from  which  it  can  move  across  state  lines  as  well  as 
into  govexment  hands. 

Congress  has  granted  CPA  more  funds  to  enforce  its  drive 
against  "black  maiket  operations. 


What  the  Pa"blic  Can  Do 

Everyone  can  help  share  the  meat  fairly  hy  "buying  and  selling 
only  within  ceiling  prices  and  with  the  exchange  of  the  proper 
number  of  red  points. 

Everyone  can  cut  waste  to  a  mininum. 

Housewives  in  particular  can  stretch  the  meat  si:53ply  "by 
learning  how  to  use  alternates  that  axe  high  in  protein. 

Maimers  can  help  the  immediate  situation  "by  increasing 
poultry  production,  "by  marketing  animals  as  soon  a.s  they  are 
ready,  and  "by  con^lying  with  the  new  QPA  regulations  >4iioh  are 
intended  to  move  more  animals  into  federaUr  inspected  plants. 

Famers  can  also  help  the  long-run  situation  "by  meeting 
their  high  goals  for  the  season — raising  37  million  pigs  this 
fall  and  marketing  about  35"37  nlllion  head  of  cattle  and  calves 
in  19H5. 
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MiLiiARY  m/^mwuB 


ONE  reason  for  lower  civilian  meat  ei^jplies  is  MILITAHT  requirements,  which 
have  increased  steadily  since  Pearl  Hartor  and  this  year  are  the  hi^est  9f 
the  war. 

We  have  more  men  imder  arms  and  more  overseas  and  spread  over  wider  areas, 
viiich  means  having  supplies  on  hand  at  a  great  many  points.    The  average  sol- 
dier eats  over  5  pounds  of  meat  per  week,  compared  with  an  averse  of  2  to  3 
pounds  (wholesale  weight)  normally  consumed  "by  civilians. 

The  rise  in  military  use  of  meat  has  more  than  offset  a  decline  in  lend-lease 
since  19^3*    In  pounds,  only  ahout  half  as  much  meat  is  allocated  to  lend- 
lease  in  19^5  as  was  shipped  in  19^3* 

In  the  first  half  of  19^  the  division  of  meat  is  6S  percent  for  civilians, 
2^  percent  for  our  armed  forces,  7  percent  for  lend-lease,  and  1  percent  for 
ndscellaneous  uses. 
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CIVHiLAN  I2MAIID 

SECOND  reason  for  the  tight  situation  on-  meat  is  the  tremendous  civilian  dAmgnt^ 
arising  from  record  wartiine  incomes. 

Ilhs  median  family  income  is  now  about  double  v^t  it  was  in  pre-war  years. 

Bie  average  ciYillan  would  eat  perhaps  l60  to  17O  pounds  ©f  meat  this  yeai' 
(wholesale  weight)  if  there  were  plenty  of  it  for  purchase  at  ceiling  prices. 
Die  allocation  to  civilians  in  1945  is  about  120-125  pounds  per  person,  com- 
pared with  a  neaj>-record  high  of  over  1^7  pounds  last  year  and  an  average 
of  126  pounds  in  the  pre-WEU*  period  1935-39  • 

For  the  year  as  a  v^ole,  the  civilian  meat  si^jply  will  not  he  very  much  "below 
pre-war,  and  from  the  nutritional  standpoint  it  will  "be  ysp  to  -par  when  other 
protein  foods  are  added.    However,  we  feel  the  pinch  so  acutely  "beceuse  we 
have  more  money  to  huy  meat  than  ever  "before. 


UNITED  STATES  MEAT  CONSUMPTION  PER  CAPITA 
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riazRiHJTioir  dictetions 

DISTOHTIONS  IN  DISTRIFJTION  constitute  the  IHIHD  reason  why  many  people  can't 
always  find  meat  in  the  stores, 

Bie  only  meat  that  can  move  across  state  lines  is  from  federally  inspected 
plants,  from  \diich  the  Government  "buys  practically  all  of  its  meat  for  military, 
lend-lease  and  other  uses. 

While  government  requirements  this  year  ar^  higher,  the  proportion  of  meat 
in  these  federally  inspected  plants  is  lower. 

As  a  result,  the  meat  shortage  has  hit  hardest  those  people  v4io  are  si^jplied 
from  federsilly  inspected  plants— no  tali  ly  vcr  workers  and  others  living  in 
laige  cities  dependent  -,^.o:a  inte.— :'.tai;e  shipments, 

A  "better  distrihution  of  meat  is  expected  to  result  from  (l)  continued  increase 
in  the  num^ber  of  plants  having  federal  in  c,;.  set  ion;  (2^  shifting  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  meat  to  f  ede:  •'Ily  inspected  plazts  thror^gh  slaughter  quotas,  changes 
in  subsidy  rates  and  ce-^ing  prices,  and  o^'aer  measures. 


FEDERALLY  INSPHCTED  MEAT  PRODUCTION 
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HLAiGK  MAHKETS 

The  HiACK  MAEEST  is  the  SOUREH  in^rtant  reason  ^  some  people  cazmot  get 
their  fedr  share  of  meat. 

When  SOTie  people  get  more  than  their  share  by  paying  above  ceiling  prices 
or  not  girii^  ration  staD5)s,  the  result  is  that  others  get  less. 

Most  "black  market  transactions  are  not  made  "by  racketeers,  or  even  "by  intentional 
violators,  but  rather  by  ordinary  people  vdio  unknowingly  or  unthinkingly  bi:iy 
or  sell  meat  without  regard  to  price  ceilings  and  ration  points. 

Qhe  black  maiket  is  financed  by  pennies — seemingly  innocent  overchaiges  paid 
by  a  great  many  consumers  and  eoctending  back  through  the  channels  of  trade 
to  the  original  source. 

If  the  bladt  maiket  gets  out  of  hand,  the  vitiole  meat  distribution  system  can 
break  down,  so  that  nobody  can  get  meat  without  being  a  law-breaker. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  will  be  no  black  maiket  at  all  if  everyone  will  make 
sure  that  he  never,  even  unintentionally,  buys  or  sells  meat  at  more  than 
ceiling  prices  or  without  exchanging  the  proper  number  of  red  points. 

SSASOHAL  LOVf 

HFTE  reason  for  the  meat  shortage  at  present  is  that  meat  production  is 
SEASONAUjY  the  lowest  in  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year. 

Tew  cattle  are  marketed  until  after  the  grass  on  the  raises  dries  out,  and 
sprir^  pigs  will  not  be  marketed  until  the  fall  and  winter  of  194^-^6, 

In  the  six  months  April  through  September,  the  civilian  meat  supply  will  be 
the  lowest  of  any  period  during  the  war. 

Meat  production  will  increase  seasonally  in  the  last  few  months  of  the  year, 
but  a  lange  proportion  of  this  meat  will  be  required  for  military  use. 


MEAT  PRODUCTION,  BY  QUARTERS 
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ERQDUCTION 

GIXIE  reaeon  for  the  current  meat  shortage  is  a  decline  this  year  in  fliea.t 
production,  despite  an  increase  in  "beef,  daie  to  a  drop  in  POK,  arising 
frcoi  the  low  JESD  supplies  in  relation  to  record  animal  nunibers  during 
the  ISlky^  feeding  season. 

PRODUCTION  OF  TOTAL  MEAT,  PORK.  AND  BEEF 
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Meat  prodaction  rose  rapidly  durirg  the  war  to  an  all-time  peak  in  19^  "but 
is  dovm  this  year.    From  pre-war  to  19^4  it  rose  52  percent.    This  year  it 
is  aboat  9  percent  "below  last  year's  record  iDut  39  percent  above  the  pre-weo* 
average  for  1935-39' 

Beef 

Production  of  "beef  and  veal  is  expected  to  reach  an  all-time  high  in  19^5 1 
about  1^0  percent  above  pre-war  ( 1935-39  average) . 

Beef  and  veal  production  is  dependent  upon  a  long-term  cycle  in  cattle  nmbers. 
In  the  present  cycle,  the  nmber  of  cattle  on  fanns  rose  for  six  years  to 
an  all-time  peak  of  g2,361+,000  head  at  the  start  of  19^4.    Cattle  numbers 
were  reduced  to  81,760,000  head  at  the  beginning  of  I9U5  and  can  be  expected 
to  continue  downward  for  several  years. 

A  record  slaughter  of  at  least  35iOOO,000  head  of  cattle  and  calves  is  e35)ected 
this  year,  and  that  will  increase  beef  si^jplies  this  coming  fall  and  winter. 

Pork 

Durii^  the  war,  pork  production  rose  82  percent  from  the  1935-39  avers^e  to 
a  record  high  in  19^3 1  ^^^^  dropped  sli^tly  in  19^  and  more  sharply  in  19^. 

This  year  pork  production  is  expected  to  be  about  23  percent  below  the  19^3 
peak,  20  percent  below  last  year,  but  still  ^0  percent  above  the  pre-war  average 
for  1935-39. 

reed  and  Meat 

Large  reserves  of  feed  grains  and  excellent  crops  in  the  earl^  war  years  made 
possible  the  tremendous  increase  in  pork  production  to  its  19%  peak.  Then, 
although  feed  grain  production  was  maintained  at  high  levels,  the  number  of 
animals  to  be  fed  increased  so  rapidly  that  feed  reserves  ran  low  in  the  19^3- 
season. 

Because  of  shortage  of  feed,  VTFA  recommended  a  downward  adjustment  of  about 
15  percent  in  the  19^  pig  crops,  but  the  actual  reduction  turned  out  to  be 
nearly  twice  that  much,  namely  29  percent. 

Pork  from  the  19^  spring  pig  crop  has  been  consumed  this  past  winter,  and 
pork  from  the  19^  fall  pig  crop  will  be  consumed  this  spring  and  s^jmmer. 

Teed  supplies  in  relation  to  animal  nunibers  have  improved,  especially  because 
of  a  record  com  crop  last  fall  and  a  smaller  number  of  hogs  and  chickens. 
Feed  supplies  sire  expected  to  be  adequate  for  the  nea3>-record  number  of  cattle 
on  faims,  for  a  spring  pig  crop  of  aibcnit  52  million  head,  and  for  a  fall  pig 
crop  of  about  37  millioh  head,  in  addition  to  an  increase  in  poultry. 


FARM  SUPPLY  OF  FEED  GRAINS  PER  UNIT  OF  LIVESTOCK 

(FOR  12-MONTH  PERIOD  BEGINNING  JULY  1  OF  YEAR  SHOWN  )* 
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Thae,  our  current  meat  protleme  are  mainly  due  to,,.. 


1.  HIGHER  MHITART  EB^UIEEMKNTS 

2.  LAHSR  CIVILIAN  INCCMBS 

3.  DISTORTIONS  IN  DISTRIBUTION 
k.  BLACK  MARKETS 

5.  SEASONAL  LOW  PERIOD  IN  MEAT  SUPPLY 

6.  LOWER  PORK  PRODUCTION,  DUE  TO  FEED 
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^*HAT  TSE  GOVERNMENT  IS  DOING 

The  Governmeat  is  doing  all  it  can  to  increase  the  production  and  injjrove  the 
distri'bution  of  meat. 

Prodaction 

As  has  "been  the  case  throughout  the  war,  farmers  are  "being  asked  to  produce  all 
the  meat  that  can  "be  obtained  from  all  the  feed  that  can  "be  grovm  within  the  limits 
of  available  land,  manpower,  machineiy;  considering  priorities  for  other  farm 
products  also;  dependent  as  usual  upon  the  weather  and  other  uncontrolla'ble  factors. 

Ikimers  are  "being  asked  to  increase  poultry  production  as  much  as  possi"ble,  "because 
that  is  the  quickest  way  of  boosting  meat  production.    Chicks  hatched  this  spring 
will  "be  ready  for  marketing  "by  late  summer  and  early  fall.    OPA  has  recently  raised 
price  ceilings  on  young  chickens  an  average  of  li  cents  per  pound.    (Press  releases, 
tJSnA.  1423-^5  and  USDA  53^^-1+5.) 

The  goal  for  the  fall  pig  crop  is  37*000.000  head,  which  is  IS  percent  more  than 
the  1944  fall  pig  crop  of  31,325,000  head.    For  this  coming  fall  pig  crop,  the 
breeding  season  is  this  spring,  farrowing  this  fall,  and  marketing  daring  the 
second  and  third  quarters  of  19^.    OPA  has  announced  that  there  will  be  no  lower- 
ing of  the  price  ceilings  on  hogs  through  the  end  of  that  marketing  period,  and 
VIFA  has  recently  raised  the  si^jport  price  to  $13.00  per  hundred  pounds  for  hogs 
weiring  vcp  to  3OO  pounds.    (Press  releases  USDA  655-^+5,  USDA  714-^5,  and  USDA 

This  year's  goal  calls  for  a  record  slaughter  of  35-37  million  head  of  cattle, 
from  one  to  three  million  more  than  the  previous  high  in  19^.    Faimera  are  being 
uiged  to  madcet  their  animals  as  soon  as  they  are  ready  for  slaughter.    OPA  has 
removed  price  ceilings  on  feeder  cattle  and  calves  sold  to  non- slaughterers  for 
feedir^  for  more  than  30  days.    Also  OPA  has  announced  that  the  reduced  ceiling 
price  for  cattle  scheduled  to  become  effective  at  mid-year  has  been  cancelled. 
This  is  designed  to  increase  the  number  of  cattle  moving  to  feedlots.  (Press 
releases  USDA  96-U5,  OWI  1+298,  OPA-T-3139.) 

Distiri'bution 

Die  Government  is  dividing  up  the  U.  5.  meat  supply  as  fairly  as  it  can  with  a 
total  Bopply  considerably  short  of  record  civilian  demand,  the  highest  require- 
ments for  our  armed  forces  of  the  war,  and  the  critical  needs  of  our  allies  and 
liberated  people.    All  of  the  major  claimants  are  getting  less  than  they  would 
like  to  have.    Liberated  peoples  are  receiving  practically  none.    Lend-lease  is 
down  to  about  half  of  the  19^3  amount.    Our  armed  forces  are  getting  all  they 
need  but  with  stocks  cut  to  the  barest  working  inventories.    U.  S.  civilians  are 
receiving  less  than  pre-war,  but  enough  to  make  up  the  difference  with  other  pro- 
tein foods.    Die  allocation  for  the  first  half  of  19^  is:    6g  percent  for  civ- 
ilians, 2^-  percent  for  military  use,  7  percent  for  lend-lease,  and  1  percent 
miscellaneous. 
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S.teps  are  "being  taken  to  ease  the  proTjlems  ariBing  from  increased  demands  on 
federally  inspected  meat  accoinpanied  "by  l»wer  (sutpat: 

1.  The  nuiriber  •f  plants  having  federal  inspection,  after  increasing  fr«m  about 
300  in  mid-191+3  to  about  5OO  at  present,  will  "be  increased  still  more,  vdth  an 
immediate  goal  of  10  percent  of  AiBiy  procurement  from  plants  not  now  si^rplyihg 
the  Qovemment. 

2.  A  greater  proportion  of  meat  will  "be  shifted  to  federally  inspected  plants 
"by  new  regulations  recently  announced  "by  CPA:    (l)  changes  in  su'bsidy  rates  and 
ceiling  prices  providing  more  incentive  for  federeilly  inspected  slaughter;  (2) 
slaughter  quotas  for  plants  not  having  federEuL  inspection,  "based  on  percentages 
of  their  19^44  slaughter;  (3)  requiring  farmers  to  obtain  "by  July  1  a  license  for 
slaughter  for  sale,  limiting  such  slaughter  to  the  same  amounts  as  in  the  corres- 
ponding quarters  of  19^4-,  requiring  the  collection  of  red  stanqps  and  selling  within 
ceiling  prices  for  such  sales,  calling  for  monthly  reports  on  such  sales,  and 
urging  farmers  to  sell  their  cattle  on  the  hoof  lAienever  possible. 

Congress  has  granted  QPA  an  additional  $565,000  for  enforcement  in  a  drive  against 
the  blade  maiket,  vdiich  is  diverting  meat  from  l^itimate  trade  channels  and  de- 
priving some  consumers  of  their  fair  share.    Meanwhile,  OPA  is  Immediately  asslgn- 
ning  500  more  investigators  to  the  enforcement  of  meat  regulations,  and  additional 
action  is  being  taken  by  the  Departments  of  Treasury  and  Justice.    (Above  actions 
are  described  in  press  releases  OWI-1+298,  CiPA-551g,  QPAr-5522,  aPAr-5532,  and  CPA 
fact  sheet,  "The  Meat  Control  Program".) 


WHiT  TBg  FOELIC  CAN  DO 

1.  Help  Lidc  the  Black  Market .    Consumers,  retailers,  processors,  slaughterers, 
producers — all  can  help  in  sharing  the  meat  supply  on  a  f  €dr  "basis  by  never  buying 
or  selling  at  more  than  ceiling  prices  or  without  exchanging  the  proper  number 

of  red  points. 

It  is  true  that  consumers  do  not  set  the  prices  they  pay,  and  neither  do  the  fanners 
set  the  prices  they  receive;  therefore,  the  main  responsibility  for  avoiding  black 
market  transactions  is  on  those  who  do  set  the  prices — those  in  between  the  famer 
and  the  consumer.    Nevertheless,  blac£  market  transactions— either  without  ration 
points  or  at  prices  above  ceilings — constitute  a  chain  running  all  the  way  from 
the  consumer  through  each  step  in  the  trade  channel  back  to  the  source  of  the 
meat  supply.    This  chain  can  be  broken  at  any  point  by  the  sin5)le  process  of  making 
sure  that  no  meat  is  bought  or  sold  without  observance  of  the  rationing  and  price 
control  regulations.    Thais  it  is  everyone's  Job  to  help  lick  the  black  market 
in  meat. 

2.  Cut  Waste.    Meat  is  so  scarce,  and  so  vital  to  the  war,  that  we  cannot  afford 
one  ounce  of  preventable  waste.    Ihis  too  is  a  responsibility  of  everyone  vdio 
produces,  slaughters,  processes,  buys  or  sells,  or  prepares  meat  for  the  table. 
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3.  Stretch  the  Simply.    Housewives  can  to  a  laige  axtaat  make  iqp  for  meat  shortages 
"by  proper  preparaTilon  so  as  to  retcdn  the  most  food  value  and  "by  learning  how  ,  ^ 

to  use  alternates  (vtoen  plentiful)  that  are  high  in  protein — particularly  milk,        |  \ 
eggs,  fish,  cheese,  peas,  hefiois,  and  to  some  extent  v^le  grain  cereals.    The  / 
practical  scieaice  of  nutrition  is  a  weapon  all  housewives  can  use  to  stretch  the      ■<  <u 
Biqpply. .  .Just  as  if  they  were  actually  producing  millions  of  pounds It  will 
take  extra  planning  and  shopping  and  care  in  preparing  meals — ^but  it  will  pay 
dividends  in  "better  diets,  and  it  gives  housewives  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  they  are  helping  to  make  vap  for  the  meat  that  we  exe  supplying  to  our  fl^tiz^ 

"How- to-do-it"  information  may  "be  o"btfidned  from  local  nutrition  committees  and 
home  depoaonstiation  agents,  from  State  agricultural  colleges,  or  from  the  Office 
of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  ^riculture.    These  "bulletins  contain  many 
helpful  suggestions: 

"99  Ways  to  Share  the  Meat,"  AWI-I3 

"Meat  for  Thrifty  Meals,"  banners'  Bulletin  19O8 

"Poultry  Cooking,"  Farmers'  Bulletin  ISgg 

"Cooking  with  Soya  Flour  and  Grits,"  J^-fJ, 

"Dried  Beans  &  Peas  in  Wartime  Meals,"  AHfl-llT 

"B^gg  Dishes  for  Any  Meal, "  AWI-89 

"Cheese  in  Tour  Meals,"  AWI-16 

Increase  Production,  and  Make  It  Count.    Fanners  can  do  their  part  in  iii5)roving 
the  meat  situation  "by  il)  increasing  production  as  much  as  possi"ble;  (2)  marketing 
cattle  on  the  hoof  and  sending  them  to  mazicBt  as  soon  as  they  are  ready  for 
slaughter;  (3)  when  they  slaughter  for  sale — o"btaining  a  license  "by  July  1,  col- 
lecting points  and  turning  tliem  in  to  their  local  War  Price  and  Rationing  Boards, 
staying  within  ceiling  prices,  reporting  their  sales  to  OPA,  and  limiting  their 
sales  to  the  same  amounts  as  in  the  corresponding  quarters  of  19^. 

(New  OPA  regulations  dealing  with  farm  slaughter  are  explained  in  press  releases 
0WI-i+29g,  CPA  5518,  OPA  5522,  and  OPA  fact  sheet,  "The  Meat  Control  Program.") 
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